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DDI 3.0 USE CASE DESCRIPTION FORM

Version  2008-03-31


	Identification
	Name, agency, and contact information

Joachim Wackerow
GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org


	Name and URL/location of use case
	Socio-Economic Panel Study
http://www.ddialliance.org/DDI/ddi3/SOEP_DDI3.zip


	Description
	Detailed description of the use case. Why is it particularly relevant for DDI 3.0?

SOEP is a wide-ranging representative longitudinal study of private households in Germany. The same private households, persons and families have been surveyed annually since 1984. The complex panel design makes SOEP a good demonstration of the new features of DDI 3 and lends itself to metadata reuse. See more about SOEP at: http://www.diw.de/english/soep_overview/33899.html#58084
A related presentation is available: New Frontiers: Can Panel Studies Go DDI? First Experiences in documenting the German Socio-Economic Panel Study with DDI 3.0. IASSIST Conference 2007, Montreal, http://www.edrs.mcgill.ca/IASSIST2007/presentations/E4(1).pdf

	Primary testing 
	What are the primary DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Comparison / Comparison by design / Complex files / Grouping

	Secondary testing
	What are the other DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Versioning

	Output
	Describe the use case “product”. 

This use case contains markup for a subset of the SOEP for the years 1997 - 2003, showing how it is possible to represent panel/wave relationships, derived variables, and relationships among households and persons. The comparison by grouping DDI file is valid according to the DDI 3.0 public review version.
The complex files example (hierarchical relationship relation household/person) is only available - due to time constraints - as an XML file which is not valid against the DDI XML Schemas. It will be updated according to the published DDI 3.0 version.

	Resources
	List the agencies and/or individuals involved in the project

Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org
Dr. Jan Goebel

DIW Berlin – German Institute for Economic Research

jgoebel@diw.de

	Implementation
	Describe how this use case was implemented. 



	Expertise / Technical assistance
	Team familiarity with XML technologies and the DDI specification(s).  

Joachim Wackerow is vice chair of the DDI’s Technical Implementation Committee and contributed to building the DDI 3 specification. He collaborated with subject matter expert Jan Goebel to create the example.

	Risks, Assumptions  & Constraints
	List any events or conditions that impacted the successful execution of the use case. 



	Quality/ Acceptance
	Provide a set results or conditions that can be used to evaluate the successful implementation of the use case. Define criteria that are 'measurable' (physical availability, quality indicators, etc.)



	Communication
	Provide the primary contact person for this use case.
Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org

	Sharing
	Can the output of the use case be made available to other users? Are the data or metadata subject to any restriction?

Open access

	Other
	Other comments/ideas/suggestions




