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DDI 3.0 USE CASE DESCRIPTION FORM

Version 2008-03-28


	Identification
	Name, agency, and contact information

Matthew Woollard

UK Data Archive

matthew@essex.ac.uk

Pascal Heus

Open Data Foundation

pheus@opendatafoundation.org


	URL of use case
	http://forge.opendatafoundation.org/gf/project/ukda_dext/
http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/dext/


	Description
	Detailed description of the use case. Why is it particularly relevant for DDI 3.0?

The UK Data Archive and the Open Data Foundation have initiated a collaborative project to facilitate the preservation of data and its conversion to various statistical package file formats. The initial product uses SPSS files as input and generates output for SPSS, Stata, SAS and common ASCII formats.

The software uses a combination of ASCII data and DDI 3 metadata as the universal storage format. The SPSS reader software also facilitates the creation of DDI 2 and 3 metadata from the data file.


	Primary testing 
	What are the primary DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Archive and Organization / Standard Variables (variables, codes, categories) / Multiple Physical Instances (primarily ASCII) 


	Secondary testing
	What are the other DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Microdata payload (experimental) / Data Processing (log) / Versioning 


	Output
	Describe the use case “product”. 

Software to manage data files and archive projects and to generate ASCII data and setup files for use with statistical packages. The generated metadata are DDI-based (DDI 3.0 and DDI 2.0).


	Resources
	List the agencies and/or individuals involved in the project

Open Data Foundation: Pascal Heus (project manager, developer)
UK Data Archive: Matthew Wollard project manager), Ken Miller (advisor) 
Metadata Technology: J. Gager (developer)
ZUMA: Joachim Wackerow (advisor)

	Implementation
	Describe how this use case was implemented. 

The product is platform-independent and consists in a collection of Java classes (to handle the SPSS files, the archive projects, and the generation of scripts) and an Eclipse RCP-based user interface which will facilitate integration with future tools / plug-ins.

This phase of development aimed at proof of concept tools. A beta release of the application is available and is currently being updated to the DDI 3.0 CR3 release. A 3.0 version will be provided once the specification is officially approved.



	Expertise / Technical assistance
	Team familiarity with XML technologies and the DDI specification(s).  

The project team is very familiar with XML technologies and the DDI specification. 


	Risks, Assumptions  & Constraints
	List any events or conditions that impacted the successful execution of the use case. 

The ability for DDI 3.0 to capture relevant metadata and the stability of the specification were identified as risks. The project had a direct positive impact on the schemas and the draft recommendation status allowed for quick adjustments as needed. 


	Quality/ Acceptance
	Provide a set results or conditions that can be used to evaluate the successful implementation of the use case. Define criteria that are 'measurable' (physical availability, quality indicators, etc.)

From the DDI 3.0 use case perspective, the results will consist in the ability to generate 3.0 metadata from SPSS files, and to manage archived data files using DDI 3.0-based metadata. 


	Communication
	Provide the primary contact person for this use case.
Pascal Heus

Open Data Foundation

pheus@opendatafoundation.org


	Sharing
	Can the output of the use case be made available to other users? Are the data or metadata subject to any restriction?

The software will be made available under the GNU Lesser General Public License (LGPL). 


	Other
	Other comments/ideas/suggestions




