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DDI 3.0 USE CASE DESCRIPTION FORM

Version 2008-03-28


	Identification
	Name, agency, and contact information

Joachim Wackerow
GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org


	Name and URL/location of use case
	ISCO International Standard Classification of Occupations, 1988 
URL: http://www.ddialliance.org/DDI/ddi3/ISCO-88-COM.zip 

	Description
	Detailed description of the use case. Why is it particularly relevant for DDI 3.0?

The International Standard Classification of Occupations (for European Union purposes), 1988 version, ISCO-88 (COM) is an example of a standardized classification scheme showing the use of DDI for a standalone variable repository, and the description of a hierarchical coding scheme.
Short general Description of ISCO is available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nomenclatures/index.cfm?

TargetUrl=DSP_GEN_DESC_VIEW_NOHDR&StrNom=

ISCO_88_CO&StrLanguageCode=EN

See also:
Establishment of Community-Wide Occupational Statistics

ISCO 88 (COM)

A Guide for Users

Elias, Peter; Birch, Margaret

University of Warwick

1994

http://www.warwick.ac.uk/ier/isco/isco88.pdf
also available in Word format (in English, French, and German) at:

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/documents/isco_88_com/isco_88_com.zip
Related presentation to the DDI use case:

Wackerow, Joachim

Documenting, Maintaining, and Sharing Standard Variables with DDI Version 3.0: the ISCO example.

IASSIST Conference 2007 (International Association for Social Science Information Service and Technology), IASSIST, Montreal, Canada,  May 15-18, 2007

http://www.edrs.mcgill.ca/IASSIST2007/presentations/E4(2).ppt


	Primary testing 
	What are the primary DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Standard variables / Resource package / Multilingual

	Secondary testing
	What are the other DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Hierarchical coding scheme

	Output
	Describe the use case “product”. 

This example presents a category and code scheme for the occupation variable ISCO-88(COM), according to page 9 of the user’s guide:

Establishment of Community-Wide Occupational Statistics

ISCO 88 (COM)

A Guide for Users

Elias, Peter; Birch, Margaret

University of Warwick

1994

http://www.warwick.ac.uk/ier/isco/isco88.pdf

also available in Word format (in English, French, and German) at:

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/documents/isco_88_com/isco_88_com.zip
The four levels of aggregation are represented in DDI as four nested levels

of codes in a regular hierarchy. Structural outline in DDI:

instance

   resource package

     concept scheme

       concept

     logical product

        category scheme

          categories

        code scheme with reference to category scheme

          codes with references to categories

        variable scheme

          variable with reference to code scheme

Two DDI files are provided in the zip package:
ISCO-88(COM)_DDI3.0.xml - Complete ISCO-88 (COM).
ISCO-88(COM)_DDI3.0_MajorGroup6.xml - For showing the structure this example is restricted to the major group 6 of ISCO-88 (COM).

	Resources
	List the agencies and/or individuals involved in the project

Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org

	Implementation
	Describe how this use case was implemented. 

This use case was based on an Excel file available at RAMON (Eurostat's classifications server): http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/download/classifications/xls/
isco_88_com_de_en_fr.zip
. The DDI instance is generated by an XSLT stylesheet using the XML representation of the Excel file as a data base.



	Expertise / Technical assistance
	Team familiarity with XML technologies and the DDI specification(s).  

Joachim Wackerow is a vice chair of the DDI’s Technical Implementation Committee and contributed to building the DDI 3 specification. 

	Risks, Assumptions  & Constraints
	List any events or conditions that impacted the successful execution of the use case. 



	Quality/ Acceptance
	Provide a set results or conditions that can be used to evaluate the successful implementation of the use case. Define criteria that are 'measurable' (physical availability, quality indicators, etc.)



	Communication
	Provide the primary contact person for this use case.
Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org

	Sharing
	Can the output of the use case be made available to other users? Are the data or metadata subject to any restriction?

Open access

	Other
	Other comments/ideas/suggestions




