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DDI 3.0 USE CASE DESCRIPTION FORM

Version 2008-03-30


	Identification
	Name, agency, and contact information

Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org


	Name and URL/location of use case
	SPSS Conversion Tool
http://db.zuma-mannheim.de/DDI/StatsProgs2DDI/StatsProgs2DDI.html


	Description
	Detailed description of the use case. Why is it particularly relevant for DDI 3.0?

SPSSOMS12toDDI30 is a tool to generate the variable-level documentation in DDI 3.0 format on the basis of SPSS system files. Generating a core DDI 3.0 document from an existing system file enables a quick start in building DDI 3.0 documents. Currently the tool includes a XSLT stylesheet (beta) which converts SPSS proprietary XML (OMS) to DDI 3.0 (public review version)
The tool will be updated, when DDI 3.0 is published as a final release (planned for May 2008). The final version will be closely integrated in SPSS and will not require  the two-step approach described in the implementation section below.

	Primary testing 
	What are the primary DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

3.0 Compatibility


	Secondary testing
	What are the other DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

Data processing


	Output
	Describe the use case “product”. 

The SPSS converter generates the following DDI information for each variable: variable name, variable label, and common descriptive summary statistics, for each category: category value, category label, missing value indicator, and frequencies/percentages.

	Resources
	List the agencies and/or individuals involved in the project

Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org


	Implementation
	Describe how this use case was implemented. 

Current implementation.
Two steps are necessary to get a valid DDI document from a SPSS system file: (1) Execution of a SPSS command setup (basically the well known commands DISPLAY and FREQUENCIES) to create an intermediary XML file in the SPSS OMS XML format; (2) Transformation of this SPSS OMS XML file according to the XSLT stylesheet (from the SPSS converter) into a DDI version 3.0 file. OMS is an output management system for SPSS. OMS provides syntax-driven control over SPSS output. Besides other formats OMS can create XML files. These XML files have a structure according to the XML output schema of SPSS. The SPSS converter requires version 1.2 of SPSS OMS which is available since SPSS 14 (SPSS OMS 1.0 in SPSS 12 and SPSS OMS 1.1 in SPSS 13 can probably be used as well, but this is not tested). An XSLT processor like Xalan [http://xalan.apache.org/] or Saxon [http://saxon.sourceforge.net/] is necessary for the transformation process. The style sheet uses version 1.0 of XSLT.



	Expertise / Technical assistance
	Team familiarity with XML technologies and the DDI specification(s).  

Joachim Wackerow is vice chair of the DDI’s Technical Implementation Committee and contributed to building the DDI 3 specification.

	Risks, Assumptions  & Constraints
	List any events or conditions that impacted the successful execution of the use case. 



	Quality/ Acceptance
	Provide a set results or conditions that can be used to evaluate the successful implementation of the use case. Define criteria that are 'measurable' (physical availability, quality indicators, etc.)

The download mentioned above contains a sample output file.


	Communication
	Provide the primary contact person for this use case.
Joachim Wackerow

GESIS-ZUMA, Mannheim, Germany

joachim.wackerow@gesis.org


	Sharing
	Can the output of the use case be made available to other users? Are the data or metadata subject to any restriction?

Open access



	Other
	Other comments/ideas/suggestions

Joachim Wackerow has developed earlier a similar tool (SPSSOMS2DDI) for the generation of DDI 2.1 files on the basis of SPSS system files. See:
http://www.gesis.org/en/software/ddi/tools/spssoms2ddi/
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