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DDI 3.0 USE CASE DESCRIPTION FORM

Version 2008-03-26


	Identification
	Name, agency, and contact information

Pascal Heus

Open Data Foundation

pheus@opendatafoundation.org


	URL of use case
	http://www.opendatafoundation.org/tools/dextris/

	Description
	Detailed description of the use case. Why is it particularly relevant for DDI 3.0?

DeXtris is a open source utility whose objective is to facilitate the use and understanding of XML files. It has been designed for simplicity and does not require the installation of extra component. Instead, it runs into standard web browser such as Firefox or Internet Explorer. 

The application focuses on metadata standards recommended by the Open Data Foundation for the management of statistical data. Special functionalities have been developed for specifications such as the Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX), the Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) (including the draft release of DDI 3.0). Other formats are expected to be supported shortly. When a file from a known namespace is opened with DeXtris, extra information will be provided about the document and specific functionalities will become available. For example, opening a DDI document will allow you to quickly generate a standard data dictionary or search for variables. 
DeXtris was initially designed as a simple tool to explore XML, in particular DDI 1/2.x and DDI 3.0, and as a proof of concept for DDI 3 prior to the 2007 DDI Alliance meeting. It has not been updated since its initial release in April 2007. Given the fast changing nature of the DDI 3.0 candidate release, the plan moving forward is to update the tool once the standard is officially approved. Furthermore, given the emergence of new technologies, in particular Adobe Flex 3, it will be migrated from a browser javascript based utility to an AIR (Adobe Integrated Runtime) based desktop application. This migration was recently initiated and a prototype is expected to be available by the IASSIST conference and the DDI Alliance meeting in Stanford. It will then be upgraded to the official 3.0 specification (if approved). The new version is likely to include some light editing functionalities as well (primarily for training purposes). Dextris is being developed and maintained by Metadata Technology and released as a free product under the Open Data Foundation / DDI-FTP.


	Primary testing 
	What are the primary DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?

2.0 Compatibility



	Secondary testing
	What are the other DDI 3.0 features this use case demonstrates?



	Output
	Describe the use case “product”. 

Stand-alone software to convert DDI 2.0 files into DDI 3.0 and to search and browse XML documents



	Resources
	List the agencies and/or individuals involved in the project

Pascal Heus

Open Data Foundation

pheus@opendatafoundation.org


	Implementation
	Describe how this use case was implemented. 

DeXtris leverages the following open sources packages: 
Sarissa (http://sarissa.sourceforge.net) 
Yahoo! UI Library(http://developer.yahoo.com/yui)


	Expertise / Technical assistance
	Team familiarity with XML technologies and the DDI specification(s).  

The project team is very familiar with XML technologies and the DDI specification. 



	Risks, Assumptions  & Constraints
	List any events or conditions that impacted the successful execution of the use case. 

Changing nature of the DDI 3 candidate release specification.


	Quality/ Acceptance
	Provide a set results or conditions that can be used to evaluate the successful implementation of the use case. Define criteria that are 'measurable' (physical availability, quality indicators, etc.)

Successful conversion of DDI 2.0 documents to 3.0, retaining DDI 2.0 elements and exporting compliant 3.0 documents.


	Communication
	Provide the primary contact person for this use case.
Pascal Heus

Open Data Foundation

pheus@opendatafoundation.org


	Sharing
	Can the output of the use case be made available to other users? Are the data or metadata subject to any restriction?

This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU Lesser General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2.1 of the License, or (at your option) any later version. 

This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. See the GNU Lesser General Public License for more details. 

The full text of the license is available at http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/lesser.html


	Other
	Other comments/ideas/suggestions




